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| BACKGROUND

Plenary 0 will act as an “information bridge” between the Special Session - “Future of Global Governance of Health in a
Fragmented World” and the main PMAC 2026 Conference -“Navigating Global Demographic Transition” by introducing to the
main Conference participants the key observations, conclusions and any call for actions that come out of the Special
Session.

| OBJECTIVES

To “prime” the Conference participants on the geopolitical dynamics so that they might explore during the Plenary and
Parallel Sessions how these dynamics may impact on navigating the global demographic transitions and identify areas for

action
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Keynote

Christopher J.L. Murray

Director

Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME)
United States of America

Dr. Christopher J.L. Murray is Professor and Chair of the Department of Health Metrics Sciences at the University of
Washington and Director of the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME). His career has focused on improving
population health worldwide through better evidence. A physician and health economist, his work has led to the
development of innovative methods to strengthen health measurement, analyze the performance of health systems,
understand the drivers of health, and produce forecasts of the future state of health.

He leads the Global Burden of Disease (GBD) collaboration, a systematic effort to quantify the comparative magnitude of
health loss due to diseases, injuries, and risk factors by age, sex, and geography over time. The GBD generates assessments
for more than 370 diseases and injuries and 88 risk factors for 204 countries and territories and for subnational units in 20
countries. He also led critical analyses during the COVID-19 pandemic to understand its impact on health systems and the
population as a whole, and the effectiveness of policy interventions to mitigate it.



